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Sichot Haran Chapters #118-119
#118

Questions on Hashem
Rabbi Nosson writes; 

Rabbeinu explained one time with wonder: About G-d people ask questions? How good is it? There are no questions, as it is written; “G-d’s ways are straight, everything is perfect.” Also, I (Reb Nosson), I heard myself that: “He asks about G-d” and “asks questions.”  I understood from the way that he asked that his intent was to ridicule those who raise serious questions about Hashem. The truth is it’s forbidden to have any questionable thought about Hashem, only that it’s impossible for a human with a finite mind to understand the Creator, so he cannot understand.

Rebbe Nachman in Lekutey Moharan #52-2:  Since Hashem is so beyond comprehension, then, so too, there must be questions. So let’s look this up; Lekutey Moharan 52 and read it from there;

Rebbe Nachman says that people ask questions about Tzadikim and it must be that people have questions about Tzadikim, because the Tzadikim imitate their Creator. It must be that people ask ‘How come bad things happen, the Holocaust happened, all these things happened.” It must be that that they ask. But it’s impossible to understand. There are always questions that people have. So, too, there must be things that people don’t understand about the Tzadikim, things that they don’t understand because Tzadikim are created in the image of their Creator. And it must be that there are things that they don’t understand about the Tzadik. He is compassionate; so too, you should be compassionate. So the Tzadikim reflect the middot/ character traits of Hashem, and we can’t comprehend. 

Moshe Rabbeinu
So too a lot of people asked questions about Moshe Rabbeinu.  So, too, in order to get out of this exile we must get out of these tests.  In Mitzraim/ Egypt, it seemed against all logic; so too, by the final redemption we have to follow after the Moshiach, and in Mitzraim, 4 out of 5 didn’t follow after Moshe Rabbeinu because they didn’t listen to him. 

Even now, there may be a lot of people, a big majority of the Jewish people it seems to us that they have a lot of questions and they don’t believe in him, and that is the essence of what we are going to go through. 

In regards to the questions people have about G-d, the opposite is true; a person is meant to have questions on Hashem because Hashem is exalted. 

These are things that exist and we know we are supposed to have simple faith/ emunah. It’s not a bad thing; we know that due to the exaltedness of Hashem there must be things that we don’t understand. It’s beyond our comprehension, therefore it’s impossible to grasp, and there must be people who have questions. It is fitting and beautiful, and that’s where these questions come from.  G-d forbid if there are no questions, it would mean our mind is like His, G-d forbid.

Rebbe Nachman taught us now, Lekutey Moharan, Hashem sends things the way they are. The Tzadik, he accepts things with the ultimate faith. Those people who have questions, Rebbe Nachman used to say it’s forbidden to have any questionable thoughts about Hashem. We know that our minds can’t comprehend the ways of Hashem so we accept and don’t have questions.

#119
Be Happy for Others

Ani Zocher -- a subject that he remembers -- basically the end of a subject.  Reb Nosson made it his business to write it down and this is what he remembers; 

Rebbe Nachman was praising those people who are holding that they cannot really get their act together, but even though you yourself aren’t there, Rebbe Nachman said if you can be happy and you’re okay with someone else accomplishing and you even pray for their success and accomplishment and you are happy for them, saying “I’m happy for my friend that my friend is able to reach these levels, at least there’s another Jew who is accomplishing.” He’s happy even though he’s not himself on these levels. Rebbe Nachman said it’s a really high level to be on that level, that is being happy when someone else is on a higher level. You care about the true service of Hashem, that it is happening in a real way. You’re happy because your friend is doing it even though you’re not.

When Rebbe Nachman said this, it’s really a great level for a person to attain, because there’s no personal motives, they really want people to serve Hashem the right way. If only all the Jewish people felt this, he understood from Rebbe Nachman that this is the level that really everyone should be on because the real reason is for the right reasons, not personal. If someone can reach a level that they just want to serve Hashem, they are happy if someone else can reach that level and they are filled with joy that others reach that level. 

Some people only worry about themselves/their family.  Why should it bother me about others reaching levels? That’s not the way the Jewish people should behave. 

Other people doing kiruv/ helping others come close to Hashem; 

If someone truly wants to give nachas ruach to Hashem, that person would want everyone to serve Hashem. They would receive pleasure that others are doing it and they will be filled with joy, this is the right outlook with outreach. 

When someone realizes how beautiful it is that someone is serving Hashem, and they want to bring someone close to Hashem for pure motives not personal motives. A person should say;

If only all the Jewish people should be true Tzadikim even though I don’t merit it. It’s the right outlook to be tremendously happy if everyone reaches it even if he himself doesn’t. This is the level a person should have on the Jewish people. This is the main goodness of the Jewish people. 

Lekutey Moharan Volume 2, Chapter 7

A person should have compassion that they should come close to Hashem, but all the more so when they fall, when they actually stumble upon an evil desire, like those that oppose the Tzadikim, it is because they themselves have fallen and they want to make him fall also. They try to weaken his strength and they disgrace him, they tell him you’re also going to fall, Rachama litzlan.

This happens with Baaley Teshuva serving Hashem with all their heart and doing hisbodedus and then someone says to them “You think you’re coming close to Hashem, but you’re eventually going to fall.”

Many years ago, people were reaching high levels and in many ways they fell, and they couldn’t get up. Then they saw the young children serving Hashem with enthusiasm and a full heart learning Torah day and night. Some of the younger generations are doing this, they have tremendous desire to come close to Hashem and they begin to pray with all their heart. These people who have fallen and then they see these young people serving with all their heart they discourage them, saying “I also thought I’m a big Tzadik, it is all fake, and it’s not going to last.” 

Why do they say this? Rebbe Nachman says all of this is because of jealousy, G-d forbid. Really the opposite should be true.  Really when they see others serve Hashem they should be filled with joy even though they have not succeeded. 
It’s a very, very important thing to know, not to discourage others who are beginning in the path to come close to Hashem, to pray for them to have success and to be happy for them to be close to Hashem. All these words of discouragement can really ruin a person’s life. Encourage them; give them the tools to be successful. 

Elul

In the month of Elul, a person has to learn to go up and down, they need to know there’s a soft landing and they can get up and make it and if only they should out do me, that is really the definition of greatness. 

Moshe Rabbeinu was humble and wanted others to succeed. Hashem came to Moshe and said, “Redeem your people,” and Moshe said, “Who am I?  I don’t want other people to be insulted by my success.” Be really happy for another person’s success. If G-d forbid you become an old chosid/student of Torah and had fallings and obstacles, don’t discourage others in their path.  Only speak words of encouragement and show them that you believe in them, especially a person’s children. A child could become one of the leaders of the generation. Things that we hear about that happened; people sometimes say, “This doesn’t look like a normal kid.  We have to tell him to relax and to calm down.” Why?

Is it possible that this child is going to be the leader of the generation? Why discourage him? Encourage him, see the greatness and pray for his success. 

Question on others who claim to be on a high level:

The beginning of the Shulchan Aruch:  A person shouldn’t be discouraged by others around him that are mocking him, and person should not pay attention to them.

The Rama says; a person should place Hashem in front of himself always, to walk after Hashem. Because a person, the way they sit and act when they go about business, is very different in his own home than when he’s speaking in front of a great king. When a person places in his heart, and places Hashem before him, and imagines at all times, immediately this person will feel awe and subjugation and embarrassment in front of Hashem.  He will not be at all embarrassed in front of human beings; he will not be embarrassed when they mock him. It’s a very difficult thing to do to not be discouraged by others. We shouldn’t pay attention to them.

Rebbe Nachman in Lekutey Moharan: There’s a short teaching between the end of the first volume and the beginning of the second volume; it’s called the Hashmotos-

It’s a very good teaching and doesn’t have a number. 

It says Avraham was one. What does it mean that he was one? He imagined in his mind that he was the only one in the world and didn’t pay any attention to the others trying to prevent him from coming close to Hashem. Who didn’t he pay attention to? Not even his father. Every person who wants to enter into service of Hashem, it’s impossible to enter into service/ avodas Hashem, if not for this idea; to imagine that there’s no one else in the world.  And don’t pay any attention to anyone -- mother, father, wife, in-laws, children -- since people mocking are trying to take you away and prevent you from service of Hashem. Don’t pay any attention to them at all and don’t pay attention to anyone at all and it’s a very difficult thing to do. Rebbe Nachman says it’s impossible to begin without this. We don’t want any obstacles. We don’t want anyone, and we don’t want to add to the discouragement of others, telling “relax, don’t be so fanatical.” It’s the halacha of the Shulchan Aruch to not pay attention to anyone else. It’s impossible to begin serving Hashem without ignoring them. Because someone might tell you to take it easy, don’t learn so much, don’t spend so much time. Sometimes even a Tzadik says don’t make any drastic moves, but the basic idea is to come to Hashem with the idea that Avraham had, that there’s no one else in the world.

